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Across Campus
Facilities Management Conference
Held
A progress report on the computer-aided
planning project begun last fall was the focus
of a program held jointly by the Facilities
Management program and the City of Grand
Rapids Planning Department on June 27.
Following a news conference, a presentation, demonstrations and a workshop were
held to update state and local planning
officials, representatives of the business
community and nearby residential neighborhoods on the project's progress.
The project is funded by a $50,000 grant
from the State of Michigan Neighborhood
Alliance Builders Program, and supported by
the local neighborhood alliance. Douglas
Smith, director of the Office for Economic
Expansion, initiated the project last year.
The joint effort facilitates the transfer of
emerging technology in computer-assisted
mapping and information systems from the
academic environment to the city environment, where such technology can greatly
benefit community-based planning efforts in
business districts and neighborhoods. The
mapping effort was also supported by Sigma
Design Inc., which donated software for the
project.
"Grand Rapids and GVSU have formed a
unique arrangement to create a partnership
between the academic environment and the
city to use this technology," said Andrew
Radzik, GVSU project coordinator. "This is
really a pilot program after which other cities
can model similar geographic information
systems in their planning activities."
"Without a system like this, we would have
to research all the characteristics of an area

independently, and then put all the components together manually," said Grand Rapids
City Planning Director William Hoyt.
"Now, the computer system enables
information on traffic patterns, utilities,
zoning, flood plains, topography, parking and
various other attributes of a particular area,
to be presented in an integrated fashion either
graphically or in text."
Information for an area covering several
square miles or a few city blocks can be
integrated and viewed. In Grand Rapids, the
pilot project involved three business zones and
one residential neighborhood in an area from
Fulton Street downtown toward John Ball
Park.
"One of the greatest values of this system
to the city will be its positive impact on
neighborhood and business area planning. We
can, hypothetically, add parking or change
streets and watch the results," Hoyt said.
Both the city and GVSU students enrolled
in the university's facilities management
program benefit from the project. In addition
to learning facilities management skills,
students are exposed to the use of the
computer in larger urban environments.
"This project is beneficial to our students,
the university, the city, and the future of
Grand Rapids," noted Radzik. "We hope that
the success of this project can help other cities
too."
Both the project and the Facilities
Management program were highlighted in
articles in The Grand Rapids Press and the
Grand Rapids Business Journal.

Child Earns Place in Record Book
Craig Shergold, a critically ill child who
requested that people send him enough getwell cards to earn him a place in the Guiness
Book of World Records, has succeeded in his
goal. His family asks that no more cards be
sent.

Hosbein Awarded Fellowship
WGVU-FM reporter Cindy Hosbein has
been awarded a $10,000 fellowship from Ohio
University to study telecommunications
management.
The one-year program will culminate in
a master's degree for Hosbein, who has won
several awards for her reporting at WGVUFM 88.5.

The Ohio University program, a Joint
venture between the university and the
Continued on page 2

Coming Events
'Clean Out Your Files Week'
To assist the university in reaching its goal
of recycling 33 tons of paper this year, August
6-12 has been designated as "Clean Out Your
Files Week" by the Recycling Committee.
A tree will be planted on campus for every
ton of paper recycled. The trees will be
planted this fall in a "Recycling Forest."
If you have questions about what materials
to recycle, contact Jean Enright or Mary
Beversluis at ext. 2180.

WGVU/WGVK-TV Theme Night
GVU/WGVK-TV, channels 35 and 52, will
present a special evening dedicated to the
topic of eating disorders on August 22. The
format of the program will be similar to
previous theme nights--live segments
alternated with pre-produced programming.
Tammi Lindquist is producing the program.
If you have any questions, comments or
resources, please contact her at ext. 6666.

Multicultural Expert to Speak
AtGVSU
Carl Grant, professor and chairman of the
Department of Afro-American Studies at the
University of Wisconsin, Madison, will speak
on campus August 24. The entire university
community is invited to attend the program.
Grant will serve as the keynote speaker and
consultant for the first in a series of programs
titled "Cultural Inclusion Through Academic
Infusion." Grant was invited to GVSU by the
Multicultural Center and the Social Sciences
division.
"The programs have been designed to
provide the university community with
opportunities to develop a greater awareness
and a better understanding of cultural diversity
in the classroom," President Arend D.
Lubbers said.
"Dr. Grant is a leading
authority on multicultural education and has
been very active in providing support services
to university faculty and administrators around
the country."
Grant will speak in Room 132 of Lake
Huron Hall from 9 a.m. to approximately
noon.
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Corporation for Public Broadcasting, actively
seeks applications from women and minorities
and prepares them for management positions
within public broadcasting. Hosbein received
one of two fellowships awarded this year.

Sports Notes
GVSU's 1990 softball team turned out to
be one of the hardest-hitting teams in the
school's history.
The Lakers pounded out a school record
of 386 hits this spring and set new marks in
doubles (42) and triples (22) on the way to
posting a 27-24 record and an 8-T mark in
GLIAC play.
Grand Valley, under coach Terri McFarland , had a combined batting average of .273,
the best since 1987. The Lakers ended the
1990 campaign tying Saginaw Valley and
Wayne State for the Great Lakes Conference
Softball Tournament title.

Recycling Tips
+Reuse your grocery bags. Many stores
will give you a per-bag discount when you
bring back their bags for reuse.
+Keeping your tires properly inflated will
make them last longer and reduce the
frequency of disposing of tires in our landfills.
+A chemical-free way of cleaning your
drains: use a handful of baking soda and a
half-cup of white vinegar. Vinegar and water
can take the place of ammonia-based
household cleaners.
+Old cans of paint, bug spray and other
toxic substances should be disposed of
properly. In Kent County, call 774-3695; in
other counties, check with your resource
recovery program.
+During summer months, 20 percent to 30
percent of residential waste is grass clippings.
Not only does it not make sense to bury or

burn this biodegradable material, it's illegal
in many areas to dispose of lawn clippings
with household waste.
Leaving grass clippings on the lawn after
mowing provides two benefits: they shade the
soil surface, thereby reducing moisture loss
due to evaporation; and decomposing grass
blades are a valuable source of plant nutrients
such as nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium.
Keeping the clippings on the lawn will
require more frequent mowing during rapid
growth periods so no more than one inch of
grass height is removed with each mowing .
This may sound like more work, but lawns
mowed at the proper height cut more easily
and quickly than "shaggy" lawns.
Spreading clippings between plant rows in
your garden helps the soil maintain its
moisture, adds nutrients and prevents weed
growth .

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Cynthia Coviak, visiting instructor in the
KirkhofSchool of Nursing, presented a paper
titled "Designing a Nursing Diagnosis
Research Study: Methodological Issues" at an
April 26 meeting of the Michigan Nursing
Diagnosis Association, held in Grosse Pointe.
David Bernstein, psychology professor,
will be published in the Fall 1990 issue of
Informal Logic. His paper is titled "A
Problem-Solving Interpretation of Argument
Analysis ."
Barry Castro, management professor, is
assisting The Defiance College in Ohio with
its efforts to better integrate the institution's
business curriculum with a long-standing
commitment to liberal education. Additionally, Castro will chair a four-day workshop on

"Judging Judgment" at the annual meeting of
the Society for Values in Higher Education
held at Williams College in August.
Castro's paper, "Socrates in Dallas:
Managing the Facilities," will be published
in the Fall/Winter 1990 issue of Bridges.
Robert Vrancken, professor of facilities
management, moderated an analytical
discussion on "A Strategic Approach to
Lighting Design and Maintenance for
Corporate Facilities" at the Lighting World
'90 show and conference. The event was held
in Chicago on June 16.
He also presented workshops titled
"Facilities Management--Information
Management Technology" for Sigma Design,
Inc. dealers and clients in May in Buffalo,

Rochester, Syracuse and Albany , N. Y.; and
in Denver.

Job Openings
Clerical, Office and Technical
Plant Operations Aide, Plant Operations.
$7.33-$8.50.
Television traffic coordinator.
WGVUWGVK-TV. $8.80-$9.60.
For more information, call the Human
Resources Office, ext. 2215 . Grand Valley
State University is an Equal Opportunity,
Affirmative Action employer.

